MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
by a disciplined French contingent. Soon the whole island
except the Protestant settlements in the North was under
Jacobite control. While William looked eastward to Flanders
and the Rhine, the eyes of his Parliament were fixed upon
the opposite quarter. When he reminded Parliament of
Europe, they vehemently directed his attention to Ireland.
Thus drawn by contrary calls, the King made the time-
honoured mistake of meeting both inadequately. He had
sent Marlborough to command the British contingent of
eight thousand of the best British troops under the Prince of
Waldeck in Flanders; later he sent Schomberg and Ginkel
with newly raised regiments to Ulster. The European cam-
paign was unfruitful, and the Irish disastrous. The year 1689
ended with James established in Ireland, with Schomberg's
troops wasted by disease and reduced to the defensive, and the
Protestant North in extreme distress and peril. Had William
used his whole strength in Ireland in 1689 he would have been
free to carry it to the Continent in 1690. But the new year
did not renew the choices of the old. He found himself
compelled to go in person with his main force to Ireland, and
by the summer took the field at the head of thirty-six thousand
men. Thus the French Government, at the cost only of five
thousand troops, a few hundred extra officers, and moderate
supplies, diverted the whole power of England from the main
theatres of the war. Had Louis backed the Irish enterprise
with more force, he would have gained even larger rewards.
William left the government in the hands of Queen Mary,
assisted by a council of nine, four Whigs and five Tories,1 of
whom Marlborough was one, besides being at the same
time Com m an der-in-Chicf. A most critical situation now
developed. The Prince of Waldeck was encouraged by the
memory of Wai court to lay a trap for the French. But
Luxembourg was no d'Humieres, and at the battle of Fleurus
in June he inflicted a crushing defeat upon the allies. At the
same time the French fleet was stronger in the Channel than
1 Besides Marlborough the members were Danby (now Marquess of Caermarthen),
Lord President; Godolphin at the Treasury; Nottingham and Henry Sidney (now
Viscount Sidney), Secretaries of State; together with Russell, Devonshire, Monmouth
(afterwards Earl of Peterborough), and Sk John Lowther (afterwards Lord Lonsdale).
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